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Ramesh Babu Lakshmanan Consul General of India
Atlanta

Message

It is a great pleasure to extend my heartfelt greetings to you all on the auspicious
occasion of Durga Puja 2025. As you come together to honor the spirit of Goddess
Durga and celebrate this festival of victory, strength, and compassion, I am
delighted to send my best wishes to the entire community in Jacksonville, Florida.

Durga Puja is not only a time of devotion but also a celebration of culture and
community spirit. It reminds us of the eternal victory of good over evil and inspires
us to uphold the values of harmony, resilience, and mutual respect in our daily
lives.

I sincerely appreciate the Bengali Association of North Florida (BANF) for its
dedicated efforts in nurturing cultural traditions and strengthening community
bonds in this region. By organizing Durga Puja and publishing Jagriti BANF
continues to serve as a beacon of cultural pride and intergenerational connection.

May this festive season bring peace, prosperity, and happiness to you and your

families, while further enriching the ties of friendship and togetherness within the
community.

4P

(Ramesh Babu Lakshmanan)
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PROCLAMATION

ASNEW.. DAY.

WHEREAS:  The City of Jacksonville is proud to be home to a vibrant and‘ diyerse
community whose cultural traditions enrich the civic and artistic life of
our city; and

SAENENAN

#,

WHEREAS:  The Bengali-American community has made invaluable contributions to
Jacksonville through professional excellence, civic engagement, and the
sharing of a rich cultural heritage rooted in art, literature, music, and
spiritual wisdom; and

WHEREAS: Spandan, meaning “heartbeat” in Bengali, is a cultural celebration that
showcases the living pulse of Bengali heritage through classical and
contemporary music, dance, poetry, and dramatic performance, serving
as a bridge across generations and communities; and

WHEREAS: Spandan celebrates the legacy of Bengali luminaries such as Nobel
Laureate Rabindranath Tagore, who reminded us that “music fills the
infinite between two souls,” and whose universal vision of humanity,
harmony, and artistic freedom continues to inspire across cultures; and

WHEREAS: Through Spandan, the Bengali Association of Jacksonville has created a
welcoming space that fosters cross-cultural understanding, uplifts
artistic expression, and affirms the City of Jacksonville’s commitment to
diversity, equity, and inclusion; and

WHEREAS:  The City recognizes that cultural events like Spandan strengthen our
civic identity by honoring the pluralism that defines our past, enriches
our present, and shapes our shared future.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Donna Deegan, by virtue of the authority vested in me as
mayor of Jacksonville, Florida, do hereby proclaim August 9, 2025, as

SPANDAN: BENGALI CULTURAL
HERITAGE DAY

in Jacksonville and encourage all residents to join in recoanizi
: ognizin
contributions of the Bengali community and in celebratingg ::e
transformative power of art, culture, and shared humanity. e
IN WITNESS THEREOF, this gth

d
in the year Two Thousand an ay of August

d Twenty-Five,

B Dy

MAYOR
CITY OF JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA
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Cultural nights during Durga Puja
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From the Editor's Desk

I am delighted to present you the 18th edition of Jagriti, the internal

magazine of Bengali Association of North Forida (BANF).

As said, 'one flower makes no garland’, thus this magazine is the passionate conglomeration
of immense efforts of our talented contributors and editorial feam. Moreover, this maga-
zine is the reflection of our unique cultural heritage and integrity. Through this magazine,
our intent is to know more about what has made our community such a coveted one. I am
happy to share that in the past year BANF has organized a number of new events apart from
the already existing ones and these events testify the dedication and endeavor of our be-
loved community members. I hope you derive as much pleasure reading it as I had putting it
together.

Please pardon me for any mistake you notice in this latest issue of JAGRITL.

- Soumita Goswami
Editor, Jagriti 2025

Vice President : Anita Mandal General Secretary: Ass Vice President :
Partha Mukhopadhyay Tanay Bhaduri

Treasurer: Cultural Secretary: Events Secretary: Pujo Coordinator:
Sreya Ghosh Sharmistha Poddar Dipra Ghosh Sunetra Basu Ghosh

Social Media Manager : Souvik Chakraborty
12
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We thank our Generous Donors

Amrita & Partha Mukhopadhay
Anita Mandal & Prabir Mandal
Aparna Chakravarty & Amit Chakravarty
Banashree Das
Gayatri Sengupta
Joyeeta Polley & Krishnendu Pal
Latika Mukherjee
Lotus & Sanjeev
Mahua Chattopadhyay& Subrata Chattopadhyay
Mitu Chakroborty Roy & Subro Roy
Moumita Mitra & Abhishek Mitra
Moumita Mukherjee & Ranadhir Ghosh
Papri Saha & Amit Saha
Paulami Guha & Dibyendu Roy
Payel Banerjee & Tanmay Banerjee
Reshma Bhadra Das & Saugata Das
Roopkatha Ghosh& Dipra Ghosh
Sharmistha Poddar & Suvankar Paul
Sita Shah
Soma Chowdhury & Partha Chowdhury
Sreya Ghosh & Swarnendu Sen
Sriparna Roy Choudhury & Sourav Roy Choudhury

Sunetra Basu Ghosh & Anirban Ghosh
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Last Fiscal Year — At a Glance

Current Executive Committee (EC) organized multiple ongoing and new events during
the last fiscal year under the guidance of BOT members and support from all the
volunteers, sponsors, donors and participants from the community

Continuation

New/Restarted

omen's Day Celebration
Instagram Account Launch
Bangla Nobo Borsho
ennis Summer Camp

Durga Puja/Lakshmi Puja
Mahalaya

Bijoya Sammilani
Spandan

New Year Eve Celebration
Saraswati Puja

Kali Puja
Holi Celebration

‘ All the food for each BANF event ( including Durga Puja and Saraswati Puja), was arranged by the EC team

Last Fiscal Year - Financial Summary

+** BANF income ( excluding last year’s carry over balance ) was $43K+ in the last fiscal year from membership fees, sponsors and donations
+* 59% of members ( 43 out of 73 ) were able to avail the benefit of Early Bird membership

Financial Details Income Expenses
Dpening Balance ( Cash + Future payments) $2,883
kxcess Fund from Thakur Expenses $1,797
IVIembership Fees $19,777
ponsorship $15,551

onation $3,083

twmen's Day Celebration $31
angla Nobo Borsho $1,085 $2,574

tennis Summer Camp $61
pandan $1,395 $5,423

PMahalay $410 $1,456

Eurga Puja/Lakshmi Puja/Bijoya Sammilani $620 $18,954 41%
ali Pujo $1,025 $4,146

ew Year Eve Celebration $335 $2,481

araswati Pujo $60 $4,893
BHoli celebration $160 $1,325 ® Early Bird » Regular
torage $1,461
lNebsite Maintenance $15 :

s Expenses $150 Membership Type Membert
Total $48,181 $42,970 Early Bird | 43
Opening Balance for New Fiscal Year $5211 Regular | 30

Grand Total 73
\é Thanks to all members, sponsors and donors !!

Let’s do something great together again !!

8 EXPERIENCE -
S—4 N C§ < "
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CELEBRATE A MONTH
_p_ FULL OF FESTIVITIES _,

e TAKEOUT E e CATERING

" @ www.My5thElement.com

P

™+1(510) 299-5378  © caters@myStheIement com

e

2 Jacksonville (Baymeadows & Town Center) | Pompano Beach
Sanford Palm Coast | Daytona Beach | Delray Beach
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Ryan Sadhu

FENT WINF:

Shomendu £. Martra

Darkness without light is an abyss,
Light witlout darkness is blinding.
You canrnot rave a coirne with one side,
As ebb Is not found without a tide.

Zime without pause is overwtelming,

Silence feels empty witfiout a song or voicing, TR W AT
Longing without discipline is a dream, 7 S50
and stories are never without a theme.

Life Is not complete without its end”

And great thoughits cannot be expressed if not penned.
19
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MARTKITC

8206 PHILIPS HWY,STE 25!
WE ARE OPEN ALL DAYS IN A WEEK!
FOR DINE-IN & TAKE OUT!

904-990-9999
904-888-7254

21
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TESLA

SERVICES
CALT, JAY SETAET

. AY AR
904 243 2771
=S
REPLACE HEPA FILTER AND CABIN FILTER
TESLA TIRES SALES AND SERVICES
MODEL 3 TIRES 235 45 18 OR 235 40 19

ALLZNEW TIRES 400.00 AND MODEL 3
PERFORMANCE 235 35 20 FOR $480.00

MODEL Y TIRES 255 45 19 OR 255 40 20
ALLUZINEW TIRES 550.00 AND MODEL Y
PERFORMANCE 275 35 21 FOR $1200.00

MODEL X TIRES 275 45 20 4NEWTIRE 700.00
TESLA WHEEL ALIGNMENT $120.00

AUTO MECHANIC SERVICES AND TIRE SALES
WE SERVICE ALL MAKES AND MODEL
WE INSTALL TESLA ACESSORIES

* BLIND SPOT MONITIRING
* FRONT INSTRUMENT CLUSTER SCREEN

* AUTOMATIC POWER FRUNK
* MOTORISED SUN ROOF

* REAR SEAT ENTERTAINMENT SYSTEM
* SEXY KNOB UPGRADE

5354 NORMANDY BLVD
JACKSONVILLE FL 322095

G FAN

Papri Saha
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904-379-4156
3400 Kori Rd Ste 8, Jacksonville,FL 32257
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SANDWICHES
AND SUBS

LOCATIONS NOW OPEN AT:

793 W MACCLENNY AVE
MACCLENNY, FL 32063-9659

422 S ORANGE AVE
GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FL 32043-4134

27
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Wlsﬁmg you' all Subho Saradiya and Happy Diwali #

International
Grocery & Halal Meat

5800 NW Street Suit 6
Pensacola, FL 32505

Convenience Store

28
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Prottoy

Our best wishes and blessings for a wonderful
Dwurga Puja celebratiorn!

% ELIAS 4®

PROSTHODONTICS

(904) 731-2120
www.eliasdental.com

Jacksonville | St. Augustine | Ponte Vedra
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..Synzi Ghosh

Inn.
13146 NORTH HICKORY ST

LOXLEY ALABAMA 36551

251-964-4444
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Banani Dhar
Senior Licensed Agent
Direct: 904-388-2422
Service: 888-254-5014
banani.dhar@brightway.com
www.brightwayinsuranceriverside.com

.
THT1( ) ——

INSURANCE

Home > Kuto ~ Flood V' Commercial A Life
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Satisfaction

Banani Mita

What is life?
Honestly, I have no idea. Sometimes, I feel numb—is that normal?
We often forget to feel happy or appreciate what we already have. That’s the main reason
for our unhappiness. As human beings, problems are part of our daily routine. But instead
of seeing them as burdens, we need to treat them like tasks—something to face, solve, and
move through.

Getting sick is also a part of life. We should treat our health as a responsibility, something
we actively care for. When we do that, we can catch problems early—before they grow too
big. Eat healthy, think positively, and move your body. That’s really all it takes.

It seems we’ve all become masters of complaining, but we're often illiterate when it comes
to taking action.

We often gossip about other people’s lives, their status, and their choices, forgetting all
about privacy. But when someone is sick or in need of help, we stay silent, claiming it’s out
of respect for their privacy. Really?

Maybe it’s time we learn the true meaning of privacy.

Friendship is a vital part of a healthy, happy life. Unfortunately, true friends are rare these
days. Instead, we settle for gossip partners rather than loyal companions. And that, too, is a
major reason for our unhappiness.

Another major source of unhappiness is jealousy and constant competition. Don’t
compete with others, please compete with your past self. Overcome your own obstacles.
Be better than you were yesterday. Be healthier, kinder, stronger. When you change
yourself, the world around you begins to change too.

You don’t need to be the center of attention. Be the center of your family, your little world.
That’s enough. Everything else is just noise—distractions that don’t contribute to a
peaceful life.

Always be grateful for what you have. Think about those who are less privileged than you,
not wealthier ones. Look at the genuinely happy, giving people. They’re the ones who
inspire.

Life is a precious gift from the Almighty, and it deserves to be cherished. Be happy!!
Live. Love. Laugh.

34



Best Wlsnes trom: Bengali Association of North Florida

/
Dr. Paulami Guha, M.D. FACOG. FACS

Board Certified in Obstetrics & G ynecology
F ellowship in M inimally Invasive G ynecologic Surgery & Robotics

Spedalizesin: Laparosoopic & Robotic Surgery, Fibroids, Abnormal
Uterine bleeding, General Gynecologic and Menopausal care

For scheduling an appointment, please call 904-399-4862. Email:
drpaulami@ gmail.com

Clinic address:
North Florida Gynecology Specidist, LLC
Baptist Downtown Medical Center

Women's Pavilion, -

836 Prudentia Drive #1600, Jacksonville, FL-32207

Baymeadows/Mandarin
8837 Goodbyes executive drjve, Jacksonville, FL-32217
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Shiuli in Exile

~Rita Bhattacharjee

Autumn settles here like an unbroken hush,
the dhaak’s echo is lost on the way;
pumpkins sit glowing at thresholds,

but they do not light up the way to my home;
the wind here smells of frost,

no dhoop-dhuno spills their warmth.

I remember another October when
mornings were scented with shiuli,
her delicate petals soft against my bare feet,
the radio crackled alive at four,
Birendra Krishna’s voice
coaxing the sun to rise bathed in a special glow.

I press my face to cold glass,
trying to hear the pandal’s hum,
the lilt of the conch-shell at dawn,
the laughter of friends,
the tumultuous rhythm of dhaak
beating to the sound of my name.

A thousand oceans flow between this window
and those magic cities of bamboo and cloth;
no goddess arrives through the fog

to banish the darkness within and without;

only memory knocks, year after year,
at the house of the exiled.

Home is far, far away—
sometimes I think it waits for me still,
folded in the fragrance of shiuli

that will never bloom here.
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HEALTH CENTER
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Dr. Trina Chakravarty,
MD- OB/GYN Florida State University,
Malama | Ke Ola Heath Center
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OHANA HEART

Your Heart - Our Family

Dr. Anil Haresh Punjabi , MD,
MBA , UCLA

Private Practice in Cardiovascular
Diseases , OHANA HEARTS
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Kumari Puja

Partha Mukhopadhyay

This short article is about the relevance of Kumari Puja. In this 21st century, many are questioning the relevance of
Kumari Puja. I would not blame them since the general practice and thought process forced them to think that Kumari
Puja is derogatory for women since all their physical aspects and puberty have been considered and often linked with
their mental purity. But this is not why it started. With my limited knowledge of Indian scriptures, what I see is wor-
shiping nature (8’{%) , as a woman is not the same as observed in common practice during Kumari Puja. Over the
years why practices changed, only keeping certain aspects while throwing away the core aspects, sometimes becoming
different or opposite, I really can’t comment on that. I am hereby giving my understanding about the subject.

TN T ACAV T (PN M TG 2T 1, TS S 210G ST G2 AFFOIR 2001 FR. AN Y AT AFFOCF it
@ RO (AR 92 G FACRAN. VAN RN (1R APMOF T, (O [fon Af¥ I o1 [Rfome (Mrars.
(S W ORI (MCARA (FO (OF (FO SR TN T S AR RTATRA, (O (FS FHONIA RO (MCATRA, (F6
IR 41! RO (RTLATRA (91 (0 S[AFIR Bt I FRANI (AT,

MFE W T VT FAE FIFO Y& 2T . 0 TR IS 12 B T (AT FoaTor AMF NI, ©12 FNKAT
TR TN AJ¢ FeITO! & XN, OIMF N0 HYEI AOR ACF (@Y. FAR A NN V00 AT 7] q3g 2w
WG FA2 I IOACR SN *MCE. FHST (T AN S @feT 7 532, FfS 932 a7 906 Gremyg (712 *IfS< TNy Mo
WP FF T ZS AR, N (1907 N, 23T

To imagine the Goddess in the form of a Kumari is an age-old concept. The Kumari is the most powerful form of Ma-
hashakti. She has the potentiality of giving birth to a new life. Thus Kumari Shakti is symbolically the basis of all cre-
ation. At the same time she is pure in heart and somewhat free from defilements. These combination or conglomera-
tion of characteristics rightly represents the divine Mother nature (Fﬂ%) which is closer to the Paramartha (the ulti-

mate truth or reality that transcends the apparent realities and leads us to the path of liberation). In one word Kumari is
carrying the seed of creation. Except Kumari puja we usually don't worship that seed of creation and that justifies why
even to include Kumari Puja. Therefore, the age factors come into picture since our mental changes are associated
with physical changes which is absolutely natural. However, choosing Kumari is not only inherent in physical aspects
as it has been seen commonly. Rather, our scriptures have emphasized Kumari Puja particularly to evolve the purity
and divinity of the women of the society.

A girl aged between one to sixteen, symbolising the Kumari form of Devi is worshipped in front of the idol of God-
dess Durga. The qualities required in the girl have to match the dynamism, purity and serenity of the Goddess. A calm,
serene and unmarried girl with a bright disposition between one to sixteen years and is bereft of desire, worldly pleas-
ures and anger, is the right requisite for the Kumari Puja.

This also reflects in the significant names of Kumari as per their age from 1 to 16. The Kumari of age 1 is Sandhya,
the transitional time between day and light - when she started to identify the differences in things - symbolizes purity
before the dualities of life develop. Worshipping a one-year-old Kumari emphasizes innocence and the untouched di-
vine spark. That intelligence of differentiation leads to beginning to perceive, recognize and acquire worldly learning,
thereby, the age 2 Kumari named Saraswati. Age 3 is TridhaMurti, representing the threefold nature of creation -
Durga (Power), Lakshmi (Wealth) and Saraswati (Knowledge). By the age of 4 she embodies the protective and de-
structive power of the Mother, called Kalika. Then blessings of happiness and prosperity reflect at age 5, called
Subhaga. The gentle form of divine Maa with love and grace mirrored at age 6, called Uma or Parvati. At age 7 the

Kumari symbolizes the blossoming of beauty and virtues, called Malini. The age of 8, Kusthika/Kubjika, represents
mystic spiritual power. Kaal-Sandarbha (time-context) refers to the context of time at the age of 9, highlighting the
impermanence of existence and the transient nature of things within a particular time frame. Kumari aged 10 is called
Aparajita, the undefeated, the unconquerable, the invincible one; often referring to a form of Goddess Durga. Wor-
shiping a ten-year old Kumari signifies strength, resilience and victory of divine power over all obstacles. A combina-
tion of fierce energy with compassion reflects at age 11, called Rudrani. With age, at 12, that fierceness becomes

40
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more powerful and terrify%\r/llg, Bhairavi, representing divine wrath which burns away the ignorance, but with a be-
nign motherly touch. Thé Mahalakshmi form at age 13 is full of auspiciousness representing divine prosperity and
beauty. Pithanayika or Pitambari at age 14 symbolizes illumination of spiritual clarity and joy. At the age of 15
she became Kshetragya, which means "knower of the field" or the individual soul that knows, experiences, and

controls the body (the field). In Gita, beginning of chapter 13 Krishna says to Arjun "2Wg *ISIRe (ST
CFANOISRNTS; dJon (M (@S O AT CFa 20 Ofgwls”. B *HF RN I T (AT WA 2 2N (@4 AR

(TR X(BR (Fa8, *FAGIAT ST JERN (T TF #IES [{I0T S@ (T (ATF "N ([F1Y 2R (12 CF a8,
Finally, the age 16 is Annoda or Ambika, the universal Mother. The goddess is in her complete form, symbolizing

maternal protection, nurturing, and divine feminine strength. Overall, "FWR" (WRAMRS FAM), TI FANS T
@A + TR @wIFa) = "R AR T FE

T L UL

it 8 9 l

In my understan_din§ the choice of Kumari with her age is totally based on what aspects of the divine mother is
chosen to worship. Yes, puberty comes into the picture since pubert%, driven by hormones, can be seen as the most
significant period of brain development since infancy. However, the com%lgx relationship between puberty and
hmental maturity is not simply linked to chronological age. It's a separate subject matter and no scope to discuss it

ere.

As I said, selection of Kumari depends more on the person who desires to do puja, worshl(]iomg certain aspects of
oddesses Durga. Like Swami Vivekananda did Kumari puja many times with 10 years old including a girl from
uslim family. Our scripture (Mahanirban Tantra 10.85) allows us to choose Kumari from any caste. The rele-
vance of Kumari Puja in contemporary society is a subject to discuss, however, the aim is to emphasize the em-

powerment of women and the recognition of the divine within all individuals, regardless of age. (JUT= Il AGr®
RN (TN (MROIT I AN (W1 3.56). Finally, in the words of Swami Vivekananda (T4 e G G® X(© AN
1 M R 2000 N FA.
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THE THRONE OF SHADOWS

A One-Act Play by Mayukh Das

NARRATOR'S PROLOGUE

In the year 326 BCE, Alexander of Macedon's relentless march eastward brought him to the fierce
mountain kingdoms beyond the Indus River. The Assacani people, led by Queen Cleophis and her son
Assacanus, had assembled a formidable force—20,000 cavalry, 38,000 infantry, and 30 war elephants—
to defend their homeland. Among their ranks stood 7,000 Kamboj mercenaries from Abhisara, led by the
valiant Chiranjeev. After bitter fighting at Massaga, Assacanus fell in battle, and the fortress city's walls
crumbled under Macedonian siege engines. Now, in the aftermath of defeat, three souls meet in the royal
court of Assacani—each embodying a different response to destiny's harsh decree.

CHARACTERS

ALEXANDER THE GREAT - King of Macedon, age 30. Ambitious, calculating, driven by dreams of world
conquest.

QUEEN CLEOPHIS - Ruler of the Assacani, age 35. Pragmatic, dignified, recently bereaved mother.

CHIRANJEEV - Commander of Kamboj mercenaries, age 40. Honor-bound warrior, fierce patriot.

SET DESCRIPTION

The throne room of the Assacani palace at Massaga. Stone pillars carved with ancient motifs rise to a
vaulted ceiling. The queen's throne sits elevated on a dais, flanked by bronze braziers casting flickering
shadows. Persian carpets cover portions of the stone floor. Through arched windows, smoke from the
conquered city is visible. The atmosphere is heavy with incense and the weight of defeat.

SCENE

(CLEOPHIS sits regally upon her throne, wearing dark robes of mourning. CHIRANJEEV stands to her
right, hand resting on his sword hilt, still in battle-worn armor. ALEXANDER enters from stage left,
accompanied by the sound of distant Macedonian trumpets. He wears a purple cloak over bronze armor,
a diadem upon his head.)

ALEXANDER: (surveying the chamber) So this is the seat of Assacani power. (approaches slowly) Your
Majesty, | come not as conqueror alone, but as one who recognizes nobility even in defeat.

CLEOPHIS: (rising with measured dignity) Alexander of Macedon. Your reputation precedes you like
wildfire across these mountains. | am Cleophis, daughter of Assacanus the Elder, mother of... (pauses,
pain flickering across her face) ...of the fallen.

CHIRANJEEV: (stepping forward) And | am Chiranjeev of the Kambojas. Seven thousand swords follow
my word, Greek. We do not bow to foreign gods or foreign kings.
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ALEXANDER: (with genuine respect) Ah, the mercenary commander. Your men fought like lions at the
gates. Tell me, warrior—what drives a man to die for gold rather than glory?

CHIRANJEEV: (proudly) Not gold, Macedonian. Honor. These mountains have known freedom since
time immemorial. What coin could purchase a man's dharma?

ALEXANDER: (thoughtfully) Dharma... duty, is it not? Yet duty to whom? To these stones? (gestures
around) To abstract notions that die with the men who hold them?

CLEOPHIS: (intervening) Enough philosophy for the moment. You have come to dictate terms,
Alexander. Let us hear them plainly.

ALEXANDER: (approaching the throne) Direct speech. | appreciate that in a ruler. (pauses) But first, let
me speak of what | see before me. A queen of remarkable... presence. Intelligence dancing behind eyes
that have known sorrow. Beauty that would make Helen herself envious.

CLEOPHIS: (coolly) Flattery ill-suits a conqueror, my lord.

ALEXANDER: Not flattery—recognition. You interest me, Cleophis. In all my campaigns from the Danube
to the Hydaspes, | have met few who carry defeat with such grace.

CHIRANJEEV: (angrily) You speak of our queen as if she were some prize to be claimed!

ALEXANDER: (turning to CHIRANJEEV) And you speak as if honor could turn aside bronze and iron.
Tell me, commander—when your seven thousand lie dead in these hills, what will their honor have
purchased?

CHIRANJEEV: A legacy that will burn in every heart from here to the Ganges! Every child will learn how
the sons of Abhisara chose death over servitude!

ALEXANDER: (admiringly) Magnificent. Futile, but magnificent. You remind me of my teacher Aristotle's
lessons on the tragic hero—noble in purpose, blind to consequence.

CLEOPHIS: (standing) Consequence. Now we approach the heart of matters. (fo CHIRANJEEV) My
faithful general, your courage honors our people. But courage without wisdom becomes mere waste.

CHIRANJEEV: Waste, my queen? To die as free men rather than live as slaves?

CLEOPHIS: (walking down from the throne) And what of those who would live after us? My son is dead,
Chiranjeev. His body lies cold while we debate philosophy. No amount of honor will warm his flesh or
bring wisdom to his lips again.

ALEXANDER: (watching her intently) You speak as one who has looked into the abyss.

CLEOPHIS: | speak as one who knows that death is an ending, not a beginning. | have seen no shade of
my son return to counsel me. | have heard no voice from whatever realm claims the dead. We have only
this—(gestures around)—this moment, this breath, this choice.

CHIRANJEEV: You sound like the Charvakas, my queen, denying all but material existence.

CLEOPHIS: | sound like a mother who will not see more sons die for abstractions. (fo ALEXANDER) You
mentioned terms, King of Macedon. State them.

ALEXANDER: (moving closer to her) Very well. You will retain your throne, but as my vassal. Your
kingdom will provide tribute and soldiers for my campaigns. And... (hesitating)

CLEOPHIS: And?

ALEXANDER: | would have you as my wife, Cleophis. Not as conquered prize, but as partner in empire.
Our union would legitimize my rule here while securing your people's future.
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CHIRANJEEV: (drawing his sword halfway) By all the gods—!
CLEOPHIS: (sharply) Stay your blade, Chiranjeev. (fo ALEXANDER) You offer marriage as politics?

ALEXANDER: | offer marriage because you fascinate me. But yes—our son could rule this land as
legitimate heir to both lines. East and West joined not in conquest but in blood.

CLEOPHIS: (after a long pause) And if | refuse?

ALEXANDER: Then you share the fate of all who resist me. You have seen Massaga burn. You know my
reputation.

CHIRANJEEV: (passionately) My queen, do not listen to this serpent! Better to die like your son than live
as slave to these invaders!

CLEOPHIS: (whirling to face him) My son is dead, Chiranjeev! Dead and cold and gone forever! What
solace is there in joining him when | might yet preserve something of our people?

CHIRANJEEV: What people? Ruled by Greeks? Worshipping Greek gods? Speaking Greek words? You
would preserve the body while murdering the soul!

ALEXANDER: (to CHIRANJEEV) You speak of souls, warrior. Do you truly believe in them? Or do you
simply fear facing a world where your courage means nothing?

CHIRANJEEV: (stepping forward) | believe in truth that outlasts bronze and iron. In dharma that survives
the death of kings. You build empire on fear, Alexander. | build legacy on love—love of land, of people, of
principle.

ALEXANDER: (thoughtfully) Love... yes, | understand that. | loved Hephaestion more than life itself.
When he died, | nearly burned half of Babylon in grief. But love is another tool, Commander. Like fear,
like hope, like ambition—it serves the will of great men.

CLEOPHIS: (bitterly) Tools. Always tools. Do you see anything in this world that is not merely means to
your ends?

ALEXANDER: | see obstacles and opportunities. Mountains to cross or cities to capture. (looking at her
directly) | see a woman whose intelligence could help me understand these eastern lands—and whose
beauty stirs something | thought buried with my dearest friend.

CLEOPHIS: At least you are honest in your pragmatism.

CHIRANJEEV: (desperately to CLEOPHIS) My queen, remember the Gita's words—"Better is one's own
dharma, though imperfectly performed, than the dharma of another well performed." This marriage would
be another's dharma imposed upon you!

CLEOPHIS: (sadly) And yet Krishna also taught that action must be taken in this world, Chiranjeev. That
duty to the living outweighs attachment to the dead.

ALEXANDER: (to CHIRANJEEV) Your sacred books... do they speak of the philosopher's stone that
transmutes base metal to gold? | am that stone for nations, Commander. | take barbarism and forge
civilization.

CHIRANJEEV: You take freedom and forge chains! Civilization built on conquest is no civilization at all!

ALEXANDER: (smiling grimly) And yet it endures. My father Philip's Macedonia will be remembered
when your mountain kingdoms are dust. My name will echo through ages when yours is forgotten.

CHIRANJEEV: (drawing his sword fully) Then let us test which endures longer—your name or my steel!
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CLEOPHIS: (stepping between them) Stop! Both of you! (fo CHIRANJEEV) This is not the time for
gestures. (to ALEXANDER) Nor for goading.

ALEXANDER: (backing away, hands raised) Peace, Commander. | admire your spirit too much to cut it
short over words. In fact... (pausing) | have an offer for you as well.

CHIRANJEEV: (suspiciously) What offer?

ALEXANDER: Join me. You and your seven thousand. Serve in the greatest army ever assembled. See
the world beyond these mountains—the deserts of Persia, the cities of Babylon, the wonders of Egypt. |
could use men of your caliber.

CHIRANJEEV: (incredulous) You offer me service? To betray my people for your gold?

ALEXANDER: | offer you purpose beyond these hills. Your queen is wise—she sees that resistance
means death. But you need not die uselessly. Join me, and your valor serves something greater than
tribal loyalty.

CHIRANJEEYV: (looking to CLEOPHIS) My queen... surely you cannot be considering his proposals?

CLEOPHIS: (sitting heavily on the steps of her throne) | am tired, Chiranjeev. Tired of death, tired of loss,
tired of watching noble men die for noble causes that change nothing. Alexander offers life—
compromised, diminished perhaps, but life nonetheless.

CHIRANJEEYV: Life without honor is death by another name!

CLEOPHIS: (looking up at him) And honor without life is merely pride seeking justification for waste.
(standing, decision made) Alexander of Macedon, | accept your proposal of marriage. But | have
conditions.

ALEXANDER: (pleased) Name them.

CLEOPHIS: Spare the seven thousand mercenaries. Let them depart in peace to their homeland in
Abhisara. They have served me faithfully—I would not see them slaughtered for loyalty.

ALEXANDER: (after a pause) Agreed. Though | regret losing such warriors to my cause.
CHIRANJEEV: (staring at CLEOPHIS in shock) My queen... you would marry this destroyer of cities?

CLEOPHIS: (meeting his gaze steadily) | would save what can be saved, Chiranjeev. You may call it
cowardice. | call it wisdom born of loss.

CHIRANJEEV: (dropping his sword) Then | have failed you completely. Not in battle—there we acquitted
ourselves with honor. But in counsel. | could not make you see that some things are worth any sacrifice.

CLEOPHIS: And | could not make you see that sacrifice without purpose is not noble—it is simply waste.

ALEXANDER: (to CHIRANJEEV) You are free to go, Commander. Take your men and depart. | bear you
no ill will for choosing principle over pragmatism.

CHIRANJEEV: (bending to retrieve his sword) You are gracious in victory, Alexander. | grant you that.
(sheathing the weapon) But know this—every drop of blood in my body, every breath in my lungs, every
beat of my heart will be dedicated to driving your people from this sacred land. | may not live to see it, but
one day the eagles of Macedonia will fall before the lions of the mountains.

ALEXANDER: (respectfully) | would expect nothing less from a man of your quality. May your gods grant
you the death you seek, Commander.

CHIRANJEEV: (to CLEOPHIS) My queen... (struggling for words) | pray your choice brings you peace.
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CLEOPHIS: (softly) And | pray your choice brings you glory, old friend.

(CHIRANJEEYV bows deeply to CLEOPHIS, nods curtly to ALEXANDER, and exits stage right. The sound
of marching feet fades into the distance.)

ALEXANDER: (after a moment) A remarkable man. It almost pains me to let him go.
CLEOPHIS: You gave your word. | trust you will honor it?

ALEXANDER: (turning to face the audience, speaking as if to himself) Honor... curious how different
people define that word. Your commander would die for it. You would live for it. And I... (pausing) | would
use it.

CLEOPHIS: (approaching him) What do you mean?

ALEXANDER: (still facing away) When | began this march from Macedonia, | made myself a promise.
Absolute power over the known world—that was my vow. Every other oath, every other bond, every other
word given serves that single purpose.

CLEOPHIS: (growing alarmed) Alexander... what are you saying?

ALEXANDER: (turning to her with cold eyes) | am saying, my dear queen, that | will indeed honor our
marriage contract. But the mercenaries... (shaking his head) Seven thousand trained warriors returning to
Abhisara to stir rebellion? No. That | cannot permit.

CLEOPHIS: (backing away) You gave me your word!

ALEXANDER: | gave you the word of a king seeking a throne. But | am no mere king, Cleophis. | am
becoming something greater. Something that need not be bound by promises made to secure temporary
advantage.

(CLEOPHIS stares at him in horror as ALEXANDER moves toward the exit.)

ALEXANDER: (pausing at the threshold) Do not look at me so. You made your choice based on
pragmatism—I make mine on the same principle. The mercenaries will be overtaken before they reach
the pass. Their sacrifice will secure our future together.

(ALEXANDER exits. CLEOPHIS stands alone in the throne room, the weight of her decision crushing
down upon her.)

CLEOPHIS: (fo herself) What have | done? In seeking to preserve life, have | simply chosen a different
form of death?

(Lights fade as distant sounds of battle echo from the mountains.)

NARRATOR'S EPILOGUE

History records that Alexander indeed pursued the Kamboj mercenaries and slaughtered them all, despite
his promise to Queen Cleophis. The marriage alliance proceeded, though whether Cleophis bore
Alexander a son remains disputed among scholars. Alexander's eastern conquests would soon reach
their limit at the Hydaspes River, where his own soldiers would finally refuse to march further. Within three
years, the great conqueror would be dead in Babylon, his empire fragmenting even before his funeral
pyre was lit. As for Chiranjeev and his ideals of honor unto death—they lived on in the countless
rebellions that plagued Macedonian rule in these mountains, until eventually, inevitably, the eagles of the
west fell before the enduring spirit of the east. In the end, perhaps all three philosophies proved both right
and wrong—power corrupts, pragmatism costs, but ideals... ideals sometimes outlast empires.
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(Curtain falls.)
THE END

This play explores the eternal tension between idealism, realism, and ambition through the lens of a
pivotal moment in ancient history. Each character represents a different response to impossible
circumstances, and none emerges entirely vindicated—a reflection of the complex moral landscape that
defines human experience across all ages.

Ishika Das
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Bengali Association of North Florida

Inder Arora,
Hampton Landing Drive Eas
Broker Owner 9027Jacks’t)atnvilll;, e R
AIM REALTY (904) 910-9814

JITENDRA PRUSTY
LA ROSA REALTY NORTH FLORIDA LLC.

c: +1 (240) aal1—ai161

jitendra.prustyc@grrmail.com
RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL/PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

OS250 Baymeadows Rd.
Ste#H 230 Jacksonville FL 32256

JITENDRA PRUSTY
REALTOR

CCardupP! ™

Jitendra Prusty

Commercial Real Estate

& (240) 441-4161

T p=4 Jitendra.prusty@larosacre.com T &5 larosacre.com CGCSC
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Bengali Association of North Florida

S AAMCAY_: oL -9F .

/- _ (AT I FHeTT AR Wczﬁsﬁm P ;
g0 @ QT BT I O SHUGT o
1/_/,,__ (RS I |, W, ISl e & 0
~ P PO o W T g @ (Y &7
,.*:"—“‘T—/?l‘_‘:,‘v;" 7 N =g 2"
) ~ | oo @ eR IR AR TR o
S e ) | T RS W W | e e Sed fe,”
| i SR, *M FR 8 SRFA |

PrFS (IR 4NF QOIR T (X7, " NS (I SA*1GT
TN PO AR W1 A ! (4 (IO (O Nl Q12
SR ©12 N1 | OIF Y Wy N w18, =0T (91l
CYTIY | QNN SNF (LI | N 4TS A, G172 "

==

F(E O IR e RONT ARk 9% FrFisd
i (ACF TN JHF BB ST (ST (VIO WA Z0F (51T |

WA IR ST NI NG AT, * =T S0, 4[N AN

T G IR e RO Ao 82 R (A(F U9 99 G8d N (Ol
(TG R =T T | ST NI NFGTT I, " = SR, Y7 TN AHFE |

JANN" NG | PG N B SR | (NS MR ST <70 oo1g A0 fGrsss e
WA | 9 9 music S ' S W1 Qe (AT (HIATT | GR2BAT (O NO6e] Mo AP - IR 7
ILGEGIE

(TG I " SR, SN T6T compose FAF SINT 12 4. fFE OF°R8 42 IgT WYHO! W
o TS B2 N | FRT ORI WNF JAIA AIH, AT FEAG 4 ©fS XM | MG (AF (TS
BIR(R =1 9 BiF | MG (FICHAS LKA ST N2 NG NN BN Y | ©OI2 IJ0OI WG FAT
RN |" A FPFF Y WP 0 IR TR |

A TR A M GO (I FCE (NIGLF I, " GIMTE ST (AT AN WY R
(T (NMGTRE WOTN AR Bf (OTNIF JF0T (AFoIH M (RN | SN AT F I0T 1M

GG A A N (NS S RFaTet | I LEro2 (Oold B0 (B (WG (BT AGTel - " This is for

someone very sweet" |

(TG VA @A T I GO Ao (O aAPE | JFGH WG AEAT Ny I
™ (PN (MY N AT (BN TR AE (RIS I N (T (N [0 (MK NI 1! ©rg FAT
IO ARG WK WAL (G9F 4 (A(F AMF AP NGO SR (W7 | YR 95 WG Graon
PIF PR PICIH OICAT (0N I (P& 1T ATCT T!

el PLATS Y Il (A0 LI T STNCH (NG (RTF AICHTT A=y &AW 2oeiiore

88




Bengali Association of North Florida

Of® =T (ST

fGNTfFy T[eIKor *TSHT 9 (BE FIHNCIR STARPTNR @R (@1 A I GI~NT
(NCIGTF AT, "of ¥ fF I BF 2(I?

CNCHG (=T IACAT, " BF I NI B (6T (O =T I |
(AT & AT " Best Friend|"

CNCHG SRACAT (RO IATAT , " 82 position B (ST ATl (N2 | WSS NN AN BF. OF I (FG
(O AN IR A9

STGTI*A (1Y (RLEND (MR 1RCH BLeT (Ve |

TS IFMAN (RGN CFIN HCI IACEAT , " WNIF (R (PN (AF (N NHF (AR | =g (@
GFP0I2 (R W (BT ASN (W21 (7 COf [T 5T (o1g | WfN fF corarg Ay (M4l FAco AfF |
PR N FACO AN OICeA AL

(T (=T I, R O =gl 7@ W6, TG Wiy fS WHG g IHATRE S FHH!
(YTS MRT , IO *MG! fFACAT NZA TGN A7 (AN I G, 12 (@S =R | AN SWHNAS FeA
IESINE

(RGOSR MTeTr |, " 57 ST (O AHIATHI A TS, |G WNF AN MK ? W Or=Ce (SN

(NCHG I G2 2T (AT | ©IRCS A9 T8 TN ARG IR AN (A F41 F 03F 271 [F§
O (PN (I S N =0 A9 |

GG ([ IACT , " A, WG W AN AHAHE S~y e Wi ST S T[T A7 |
A ([ =T B QAPIN SN G-I |

(QAGI W (VIO (FCHET AN 5 T | PG (N6 (N WEAl A-AES (A6l
orafeen |, Rfon [y fOrees FafRea , (B Sy 21 It Y7 SRS %6 | -G *ITNT LG
(TR S STNY PO (8 IS Y IS A | (NCI6 A 20T (VT | (RO NITHS (BT (Vo
I G NS I AN WF YHOT (HUTS (AT | S SR (TS BT T STl AT

fFEHa HF2 (NI (FIN ([T GBI FIN FIN (RLEAG IACET , " IR ST BN AN ST
BF LYY | "

(XCIB 0T, " G2 BF 7 WIA fF 2"
LQM@ C‘o\‘%ﬂ AT " Be Forever | "

S1fe7 Feite F (RAGT Y FAT IO 0O (NCABI OILP SIte (05T R | (NG Swew 1S

RO (VT | =ICS RISICS Jefcedl, " =T, AT I
(To be continued. Part 2 of the story will come in the next "pujo samoyiki / jagitri")

-AON AT, (6, 03¢

89



Bengali Association of North Florida

e
THAYVER
GROUP e

North East Florida’s
Top 5
Trusted Real Estate Agent

SHANKAR THAYVER

(904) 327 3329
www.thayvergroup.com
www.zillow.com/profile/thethayvergroup
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Sushlla S

BEAUTY CARE

Our Locations

Jacksonville St. Johns

5111 Boymeadows Rd Unit 18 155 Fountains Way, Suite 5
Jacksonwlle, FL 32217 St. Johns, FL 32259
204-731-7010 $04-209-5853

Hours Hours
Monday: Closed Monday: Closed
Tues-Sun: 11am - 8pm Tues-Sun: 10am - 7pm

t

Gift cards and e-gift cards are available!

Main Services

e Eyebrow threading

e Waxing

e Facials
Microdermabrasion
Hvydrafacials
Makeup
Henna tattoos
Hair treatments

Manicure and pedicure

Professional Products We Carry
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Visit us at
sushilabeautycare.com

for more info and online booking

COSMETICS




