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With Merrill, the bull

always has your back

Our experience and insights
will help you build a financial
future tailored to your
personal goals.

*." J The Merriam Team
/M Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
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904.218.5931 fa.ml.com/bill_merriam

Investing involves risk.
Merril Lynch, Prerce, Ferner & Smith incorporated [MLPFAS) 1 a registered brokes-dealer, registered rvestment adveser, and Member SIPC. Bark of Amenca NA, Member FOIC, and MLPFAS are
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North East Florida’s
Top 5
Trusted Real Estate Agent

SHANKAR THAYVER

(904) 327 3329
www.thayvergroup.com
www.zillow.com/profile/thethayvergroup
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Congress of the TUnited States

U.S. House of Representatives
TWashington, BE 205150904

October 5, 2024

As your federal representative for Florida's Sth Congressional District, | am delighted to extend my
heartfelt well wishes as you celebrate the joyous occasion of Durga Puja. This festival is a wonderful
time of reflection, togetherness, and devotion. | wish you peace and joy as you gather with loved ones
and take part in this meaningful celebration.

| am proud to represent an area as diverse as Northeast Florida, where the vibrant contributions of
the Bengali community have enriched our cultural landscape and strengthened our shared commitment to
honoring tradition.

As you observe this sacred time, | hope you find both comfort and inspiration in the customs that
have been passed down through generations. May this celebration be dedicated to the preservation and
enrichment of Bengali heritage.

Wishing you a joyous Durga Puja filled with love, laughter, and a deep appreciation for the
tradition and beauty of the Bengali culture!

Sincerely,

n H. Ritherford
ember of Congress
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Consul General of India, Atlanta
5549 Glenridge Drive NE
s Sandy Springs, Georgia-30342

THYT 919 AU
Ramesh Babu Lakshmanan

It is a great pleasure to extend my heartfelt greetings to you all on the
auspicious occasion of Durga Puja 2024. As you come together to honor the
spirit of Goddess Durga and celebrate this festival of victory, strength, and
compassion, I am delighted to send my best wishes to the entire community
in Jacksonville.

Durga Puja is a time of joy, devotion, and cultural expression. It unites us
in a shared spirit of togetherness and faith. This vibrant celebration is a
tribute to the triumph of good over evil, a reminder of the strength we derive
from our culture, and a moment to reflect on the values of peace,
compassion, and resilience that Goddess Durga represents.

The Bengali Association of North Florida (BANF) has played a vital role in
preserving and promoting our cultural heritage in this region. I commend
the efforts of the Association in bringing the community together by
celebrating Durga Puja and other festivals in North Florida. Through the
publication of its Jagriti magazine, the BANF maintains the vibrant spirit of
community by creating a bridge between generations, ensuring that our
customs and traditions remain alive in the hearts of all.

I hope this Durga Puja brings you immense joy and strengthens the bonds
of friendship, family, and community.

Best wishes,

(Ramesh Babu Lakshmanan)
Consul General
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DONNA DEEGAN CITY HALL SUITE 400
MAYOR 117 W. DUVAL STREET
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32202

October 4, 2024

Bengali Association of North Florida
Jacksonville, FL

Dear Friends,

[ extend my warmest greetings to everyone celebrating Durga Puja here in
Jacksonville! This festival, symbolizing the triumph of good over evil, beautifully
reflects resilience, hope, and the strength of community. As families come together
to honor Maa Durga, we are reminded, like with so many other cultural
celebrations in our city, that Durga Puja offers us a wonderful opportunity to unite,
learn from one another, and appreciate the traditions that bring color and meaning
to our lives.

Jacksonville’s growing diversity is one of our greatest strengths. Our community is
home to people from many different cultural, religious, and ethnic backgrounds.
This rich mosaic makes Jacksonville vibrant and inclusive, enhancing our city in
countless ways.

As we celebrate this occasion, [ would like to acknowledge the valuable
contributions of our Indian and Bengali communities to Jacksonville’s growth and
success. Your dedication to preserving your heritage while contributing to our
shared future has made Jacksonville a more dynamic and welcoming place for all. |
am committed to advancing our city by embracing diversity, building a community
where every person, regardless of background, feels seen and heard.

May this Durga Puja bring peace, prosperity, and joy to you and your families.
Wishing you all a very happy and blessed Durga Puja.

Sincerely,

Do Dl

Donna Deegan
Mayor
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First of all, | would like to thank each and everyone who has contributed contents for this magazine.
It reminds me “%CT N 3T F& 2F &fe TR T, Without your contribution it would not
have been possible for us to publish this MAGAZINE. This time its 17th years of our association .
BANF has arranged a few events in last couple of months and every event has been a testament of
the members’ dedication & responsibility . This year | got the responsibility to prepare the MAGA-
ZINE. | am very happy and eager to have got this opportunity and have tried my best. Please pardon
me for any mistake you notice on this year’s JAGRITI. Thanks You , Tanay Bhaduri.

President: Suvankar Paul  vijce President : Anita Mandal Secretary Assistant Vice President
Partha Mukhopadhyay Tanay Bhaduri

Treasurer Events Secretary: Pujo Coordinator

Cultural S tary:
ditural secretary Dipra Ghosh Sunetra Basu Ghosh

Sreya Ghosh Sharmistha Poddar

Social Media : Souvik Chakraborty
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PAINTING PRATIVA DEBSHARMA SARKAR
PAINTING SHARMISTHA PODDAR

MA DURGA PAINTING EVAN CHATTERJEE
PAINTING CHANDR ANI GHOSH

MA DURGA AARISH MITRA

PAINTING OLIVIYA CHANDR A
PAINTING ARIC SANYAL

RECIPE LATIKA MUKHERJEE
PAINTING RIVAN PAL

PAINTING SOUNAK DUTTA

BAT & CAT SOHANA PAL

WRITING PAPRI SAHA
EXPECTATIONS BANANI MITA

WRITING SHOMENDU MAITR &
EVERYDAY GODDESS RITA BHATTACHARJEE
PAINTING SYNA GHOSH

PAINITNG SHIVAM GHOSH

WRITING SUBRATA CHATTOPADHAY
PAINTING SUKANTA DUTT A

POEM SUMANA ROY CHOWDHURY
PAINTING SWASTHIK A DUTTA
PAINTING AMALENDU DHAR
WRITING DISHA MUKHERJEE
WRITING RANADHIR GHOSH

POEM MOUMIT & GHOSH

WRITING PRABIR MANDAL

PAINT SIDDHARTH NATTA
WRITING SWAPNONEEL ROY
PAINTING RYAN SADHU

WRITING PARTHA MUKHOPADHYAY
PAINTING JINIYA CHANDR A
PAINTING DEBDEEP MUKHOPADHYAY
PHOTO COLLAGE TANAY BHADURI

CONTRIBUTOR

DONATIONS
AMRITA & PARTHA MUKHOPADHYAY
ANITA & KALYAN CHAKRABARTI
BANASHREE & AMIT DAS
APARNA & AMIT CHAKRAVARTY
LOTUS & SANJIB ROY
MOUMITA & RANADHIR GHOSH
NANDITA GUIN & SOUMYAJIT DUTTA
PAPRI & AMIT SAHA
PAULAMI GUHA & DIBYENDU ROY

ROOPKATHA & DIPRA GHOSH

RAJ GOSWAMI

SAYANI & SWAPNONEEL ROY
SHARMISTHA PODDAR & SUVANKAR PAUL
SOMA & PARTHA CHOWDHURY

SREYA GHOSH & SWARNENDU SEN

STUTI BAGCHI & TANAY BHADURI
SUBRATA & MAHUA CHATTOPADHYAY
SUCHITRA & DHIMAN BISWAS

ANITA & PRABIR MANDAL
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Bengali Association of North Florida

BALANCE SUMMARY 2023-2024
| Event |  Income | Expenditure

New Year 865 2251.53
Durga Puja & Guest Artist 900 14,471.71
Saraswati Puja 3638.83
Membership 12470
Sponsorship 11902
Donations 3047
Miscellaneous 650 3500

EVAN CHATTERJEE







W1ind Chase
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13146 NORTH HICKORY ST
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Bengali Association of North Florida

ZACHARY'S CHEM DRY, INC.
11215 ST JOHNS INDUSTRIAL PKWY N 16

JACKSONVILLE, FL 32246

SChemBrY' Zachary's Chem-Dry call Today: (904) 620-7310
Liaa il y 12 ROVEN §

of airbome

bacteria, improving
INdOOor air quality
ary Mot C N - process. 3

Show this Ad to get 20% off". Call Naw! (904)620-7310
**Expires 12/31/2021

ILS Interpreting and Translation
Services

For over 20 years, ILS has proudly
provided language access to essential
services, ensuring that the Bengali
speaking community in Jacksonville
and Saint Augustine has equal access
to legal, medical, mental health,
government, educational, and
community resources. We believe in
the fundamental right to communicate
in one’s native language.

Our services, available by appointment
or on demand include in person
interpreting, over-the-phone
interpreting, video remote interpreting
and document translation.
According to the law, any institution receiving
government funding must offer interpreting services As we continue to grow, we are
to those in need. ILS is committed to providing actively seeking more Bengali
compliant and reliable services to Limited English interpreters in the Jacksonville and St.
Proficient (LEP) individuals, ensuring the Bengali Augustine areas. If you or someone
community receives the support they are legally you know is interested in joining our

entitled to. team to help serve the community,
E E we'd love to hear from you!

@ International Languages Service
o ILS - Proudly serving the Bengali

Tel: (904) 504-4094 E s Community.
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FLORIDA’S FINEST
CATERING SERVICES

Bringing Exceptional Indian Cuisine

To Eveuts Nationwide! \

www.My5thElement.com

Jacksonville (Baymeadows) | Jacksonville (Town Center) Pompano Beach
Palm Coast | Sanford | Daytona Beach | Delray
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Shredded zucchini with coconut and bori. (Serves 4 Ingredients)

Recipe By Latika Mukherjee

INGREDIENTS:

6 medium sized zucchini Sliced onion- % cup (optional)
Shredded coconut- % cup

Mung dal bori- % cup

Mustard or any kind of oil- 3 tbs

Ginger grated- 1tsp

Green chili chopped- per taste

Whole kalo jeera- % tsp

Turmeric powder- % tsp Cumin powder- % tsp
Coriander powder- % tsp

Salt per taste Sugar- % tsp C I S WH‘.&:«:’«{.H’W%W 3
hopped coriander leaf - % : ' : :
cup Ghee- 1tsp

® & 6 6 6 O O O O o 0o o

PROCESS

¢ Wash, dry the zucchini, cut the ends off

¢ Shred zucchini in a food processor or a shredder.

¢ Ina medium size pan heat 1tbs oil, fry bori lightly brown, set
aside.

¢ Add 2tbs of oil in the pan, add kalo jeera. When it start
splattering add onion slices, fry till lightly brown, add shred-
ded coconut, fry a little.

¢ Add grated ginger, ground cumin, ground coriander, ground turmeric, chopped green chilies, fry with a little water
for about 1 minute or so. Be sure not to burn the spices.

¢ Add the shredded zucchini, salt, cook in medium heat, stirring often for about 10 mins or so, add the sugar, The wa-
ter from the zucchini should evaporate.

¢ Turn off the heat, add chopped coriander leaves and ghee and serve.

SUGGESTION:

Don't overcook the zucchini as it cooks fast depending on power of your stove. Small salad size shrimps can be added in

the 6th step for a non vegetarian dish. The dish can be served with rice or chapati

A Short Story BY Gourab:

Gourab kundu

IS FToE e  TEIF-(F FR-F© =G &l B 2ES INeT & ]| IAfSEF (7 RAfl
OREF Afe AT AEE (RIATN SR FACT eF| (T AeE (@FRe P& e W =S 91 999 {77
T FIT JEFE- (AT RIG| 4R 9F W5 (@S % GRE@ @I qTaq fore erE et
13- FTINF| 9F AN SR (@fFed 7 FAEC W I @ | AT e Afeq ket [{fFEA-se
IAMT ST BF I3 A 3@ S| AN NP1 T AFF @G Ju [FEms "0 I a7y
BRE AIN@E A FE SMSIF A 9| PFEF M& B TEFIFE A7 Faes @9 I I
- | ORE SR (bed {3 @ W AT AqGO A (ATE| Ao ...

Meb] fSRtE AT BE CIG@ SR | (T8I AT BIFAET sticky notes N FAF el FT FfeE@ B© IFH
ST Mofd FAT SABT@A things to dol A5 3T 9F 0 4.9 FE R-97 @@ 7 ofe@ T@ F@ SFH-

39 S BlEINGIEIET quarantine =7 FEAE @ Peter Skyes (a popular author of a chemistry book) QT 1w,
R & o1F (T ?




22

Bengali Association of North Florida




StateFarm-

David Beam

904-379-4156
3400 Kori Rd Ste 8, Jacksonville,FL 32257
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Bengali Association of North Florida

Bat and Cat

Sohana Pal

There was a Bat.

That had a Cat.

The Cat wanted Doritos.

The Bat wanted Fritos.

The good thing was Bat and Cat wanted to eat
the Shirts in the Laundromat.

25



Best Wlsnes from: Bengali Association of North Florida

/
Dr. Paulami Guha, M.D. FACOG

Board Certified in Obstetrics & G ynecology
F ellowship in M inimally Invasive G ynecologic Surgery & Robotics

Spedalizesin: Laparosoopic & Robotic Surgery, Fibroids, Abnormal
Uterine bleading, General Gynecologic and Menopausal care

For scheduling an appointment, please call 904-399-4862. Emaiil:
drpaulami@ gmail.com

Clinic address:
North Florida Gynecology Specidist, LLC
Baptist Downtown Medical Center

Women's Pavilion, -

836 Prudential Drive #1600, Jacksonville, FL-32207
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Expectations

Banani Mita

After basic requirements, humans' greatest cause of heartbreak and sorrow stems from our high expectations of everyone
and everything. Even though we always say that | have no expectations from anyone, we get upset every day with one

thing or another because our expectations were higher from that person or event or circum- %
stances. Some examples.... W

W Vg 8
n

1 - We feel that we are there for everyone but that no one is there for us. On important occa- %
sions, during difficult times, or in emotionally trying situations, we want our spouse, kids, or '
friends to give us their whole attention. Actually, everyone is contributing in the greatest
manner possible.

2 - We want our children to remember all that you done for them, be really giving, helpful,
and spend time with us. Consider the possibility that kids are already doing everything within
their power.

3 - Our friends should always perform as you please and be flawless. Actually, are you acting
in the same way? Sincere friendships don't give a damn about such little matters.

4 - we want to get promoted and high Salary all the time. In reality, if you deserve you will get it and if not happening just
find a new job. You don’t need to wait and get depressed for silly work pressures.

5 - We want to be able to afford everything, pay no taxes, and purchase everything at a low cost. Actually, inflation and
the same tax laws affect us as they do everyone else. Thus, why moan and become depressed? There's no reason to worry
about things that are beyond our control.

6 -Time is changing every day, if you don’t change your mentality and expectations by time, you will never find happiness
with family and friends.

Life is beautiful, keep self control, self confidence and faith and you can conquer everything that you deserve.



newspapers were being written about the special day. It was a huge milestone for hu-

manity.

Meanwhile on Mars, Chris started building a base so he could have a place to call home.
He started planning all by himself and was about to execute his first set of actions, when suddenly, another
rocket landed! He was confused and he thought to himself, “Who could this possibly be?” Out came five
people from the ship and they looked like they were in a daze, trying to comprehend that they were on
Mars. There were two adults and three children. One of the adults said “Oh, hello I’'m Jessica and this is my
husband, James and our three children.” Chris was thrilled to have more people on Mars, and he hoped to
build up a nice small community to live in. Days passed by and Chris made good friends with James and his
family. They both planned to call in on Earth to get materials for their new set up. It took a few months to
start up their project and as soon as they got them, they got to work using metal hinges to stabilize the
buildings and other items to finally get the shape of a house. After several months of work, they completed
their homes. Jessica and their kids chipped in too to help out. Chris, James, and Jessica felt proud of their
achievement. Jessica and her family were so elated when they started to move into their new home. But it
seems like God had some other plans for them because before they could all settle in a massive dust storm
hit the stabilizers, making the houses collapse onto each other. It was months of hard work lost in ten
minutes. They were all devastated. Chris was determined in rebuilding it as soon as possible but was low on
supplies. And they cannot ask for any more from the Earth at that time. Still Chris didn’t want to lose hope,
though James wanted to return to Earth as soon as possible as he had kids. With James’s return, Chris got
disheartened but never lost his willpower to make Mars a suitable place to live. He started to rebuild again
with the bare minimum items with a dream to overcome the oddities.
Over the next few years, more people started to come. With Chris’s determination and hard work, the pro-
duction of machines, to help with the construction of dust storm proof houses, set records and livelihood
became easier. A circular wall made of tungsten was built around the buildings to secure safety. It was 2045,
a proud 61-year-old Christopher Williams was standing in front of the great village of Marville. He felt con-
tent and accomplished that everything came together at the end. Mars could finally be called home.
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sterilized as an afterthought, freed of nine months of debt,
shackled eternally to penury.

She was a mortal with goddess genes—
no one had a clue, raindrops baptized her,
drenching her with celestial blessing.

Neither a goddess nor a fallen woman is she —
She is Durga! An everyday woman yearning to be free!

She was married at sixteen,
awoman in her teens, feeding mouths was hard,
guarding daughters against predators harder.

She was finally home, she thought—
wife to a poor man, rich in love,
resplendent in red bindi, glass bangles in happy colors.

She was about to be a mother—
her inner child in harmony with the child within,

4
¢
) ¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
¢
waiting expectantly for when, her family would be complete. ‘
¢
¢
¢
4
4
) ¢
¢
b4

Neither a goddess nor a fallen woman is she—
She is Durga! An everyday woman yearning to be free!

She was told in hushed tones about a bomb on a train—
an unholy day she'd never forget,
drenched in blood, she howled, her face white as her house of cards.

She was listless as she held her newborn—
a tiny fist latching on to her finger.
a reminder that life awaited, hope germinated in defiance.
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Our best wishes and blessings for a wonderful
Durga Puja celebration?

2 ELLIAS

PROSTHODONTICS

One of a kind dental care experi

Sfrom a simply perfected single

to sophisticated life-changing dental rest

(904) 731-2120
www.eliasdental.com

Jacksonville | St. Augustine | Ponte Vedra




JITENDRA PRUSTY
REALTOR

SYNA GHOSH

JITENDRA PRUSTY
LA ROSA REALTY NORTH FLORIDA LLC.

C: +1 (240) 441-4161

jitendra.prusty@gmail.com

9250 Baymeadows Rd.
Ste#230 Jacksonville FL 32256

Cardup! ™
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SERWVICES
Oil Change
Brake Repairx

Engine Tune-XT
TransmmMission

Brake Flui
Power Stee

Bengali Association of North Florida
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GLOGBA

Fertllnzer Quality Improvement

Greon Tachnology

Avdhesh Mathur Dr. eepa Mathur

President and CEO Managing Director VP Operations

& Technology Americas

Prakash Mathur Devika Mathur Anmol Mathur

VP Global Business Director Commercial Technologist
Development

To feed the teeming billions, we need intensive agriculture;
for efficient agriculture, we need high quality fertilizer!

NAQ GLOBAL provides specialized products and expert technical
services for fertilizer mining, process and quality improvement.
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Renasant’s J‘;ack onviII
Co merqal Ba
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Understanding You

Attention. Convenience. Follow-through. Being there for when you need us...banking
with Renasant provides all of this and more.

If you're looking for a partner to get you to the next level, we're here to help, and

our team is always available with personalized guidance to assist you in making
informed financial decisions.

Contact us today to make Renasant your financial services provider of choice.

Raj Adhikari - President of Jacksonville Commercial Banking Group
raj.adhikari@renasant.com | 904.701.5789

Chris Wilson - Commercial Relationship Officer
chriswilson@renasant.com | 904.599.8903 {

Kay Rogers - Portfolio Manager tii’-f"; RE N ASAN T

kay.rogers@renasant.com | 904.701.5787

Jennifer Tucker - Senior Lending Assistant
jennifer.tucker@renasant.com | 904.701.5788

662.680.1356 MIK2



"8 CARUSO CT
BRIDGEWATER, NJ 08807

I.T. CONSULTING AND OUTSOURCING SERVICES

(732)997-8494
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JACKSONVILLE, FL

WE ARE OPEN ALL DAYS IN A WEEK!
FOR DINE-IN & TAKE OUT!

m’m‘m




SWEET LAND, LLC

908 LARKSPUR LN
ST. MARYS, GEORGIA 31558

e SHE/K

SANDWICHES
AND SUBS

NEW LOCATIONS NOW OPEN AT:

793 W MACCLENNY AVE
MACCLENNY, FL 32063-9659

422 S ORANGE AVE
GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FL 32043-4134
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dream of mine to reside in the hills of Darjeeling, for
something more than just a temporary vacation! Hence, when my senior at work suggested
a possible upcoming transfer to North Bengal, | meekly requested if it could be the Queen of
hills....

Hence, here | was, bag and baggages, all set to start a new chapter in life as the Engineer-in-
charge, Darjeeling division....

| was mentally organizing the course of my events for the next few days, as the train screeched into the platform
with a deafening wail and came to a halt. | pushed my luggages to the door of my coach and waited for my turn to
board. After 15 minutes or so | was finally settled, with my belongings tucked away securely under the seats.

The train took off precisely at five past ten. And, once the dinner was ordered, | was finally left with my own
thoughts.

| was to reach the NJP station sometime after eight the next morning and was supposed to be received at the train
itself, to be chaperoned first to the Siliguri Inspection Bungalow to freshen up and for a quick brunch before we
head off finally to Darjeeling by the same car.

The Inspection Bungalow at Darjeeling was to be my home for two nights, while my allocated residence was being
readied for me to move in on Monday.

The rest of my journey was quite uneventful in comparison to the rush of adrenaline inside me. | finished up my
dinner by eleven and climbed up the upper birth. | drifted into sleep as soon as my head hit the pillow.

Unlike some people, | always found train journeys to be very comfortable for sleeping. The light jerkings simulates
the sways of a baby crib and puts me to sleep quite efficiently. Looking back | was glad for that uneventful peace-
ful sleep that night, ignorantly unaware of what would follow the nights after.....

| was greeted the next morning at quarter to eight, at my seat, when the train reached NJP. Mr. Sukhveer Singh
was one of the Subordinate Engineers under my bureaucracy, whom | had already met at a previous occasion in
Calcutta. He introduced Mr. Naren Chettri as my personal assistant during my stay here.

| followed Mr. Singh to the department's Bolero waiting outside the station. Mr. Chettri accompanied the porter
with my luggage. After a quick bath and brunch at the Siliguri Inspection Bungalow, we set off to Darjeeling by the
same car. | requested if we could take up the Kalijhora road and they readily agreed. Soon we were climbing the
Himalayas with the breathtaking view of the Teesta on the right as we passed the Sevoke Kalibari at a steep climb
on the left.




up and then walked to the dining room. | came back to the room after almost half an hour, unlocked it and went
in. Very curiously enough, my previously messy blanket bundle wasn't there and it was neatly folded up at the
foot of the bed. The rest of the room was as | had left it. | didn't know what to make of this strange occurrence
and decided to ask about it the next morning.

| retired for the night soon after, tucked myself cozily with two blankets and let the day's tiring to rest. | jolted to
consciousness in the middle of the night, very strangely, out of cold. | didn't remember how long | had been
asleep but | did remember covering myself up with two blankets which were certainly not on me that moment! A
reflex made me look down at the foot of the bed and there they were....a neat, folded pile of two blankets. Now
anyone at my position would freak to death, but | was more curious than afraid and wanted to know what might
happen next.

With a brave heart, | unfolded the blankets again, covered myself up and only pretended to sleep this time. But
the coziness got better of me and | had drifted off. | woke up with a startle again some time after, again oblivious
to how long | had been asleep, and again out of cold and predictably enough, the blankets were folded up at the
foot of the bed once again. It felt as if a cat and mouse chase had begun!

| promised myself not to give up. Therefore, | took the blankets again and wrapped myself up, but this time | kept
sitting on the bed determined not to fall asleep. | woke up with a sudden jerk again. My feet were icy cold. | had
magically fallen asleep again and there the blankets were again folded at the foot of the bed. The same cycle con-
tinued all night and very mysteriously | couldn't keep myself awake at all till | woke up at the crack of dawn the
next morning. After that, it didn't happen again and | slept in peace.

| didn't tell anybody about the incidents of the night that day. | was to stay in that room for a night more. That
night too | was determined to try the same thing without failing and falling asleep. | snuggled in bed with the blan-
kets and kept the lights on that night.

| woke up again at the middle of the night, but this time it wasn't out of cold. The blankets still had me covered
cozily, but the lights were off and | was sweating profusely. A sort of a reflex made me look down at the foot of
the bed and | found myself staring at something of a dark silhouette of a man! He was sitting on the chair, right at
the foot of the bed. He had a hat on, | could make that out in the dark. | felt myself paralyzed somehow for the
moment and was unable to make myself even twitch a finger. | kept staring at 'it' for God knows how long before
my head started feeling heavy and everything around looked like a daze and | slipped into oblivion.

| woke up with a high fever the next day. Mr. Chettri accompanied me to the local doctor and | was prescribed pa-
racetamol, which | took after | moved into my new residence that day. Thankfully, my temperature stayed quite
normal after that one dose of paracetamol and | didn't speak of my nightly adventures to anyone for the embar-
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The Darjeeling Inspection Bungalow and the land it was built on had once belonged to an English gentleman Peter
Morgan. The paper even had a picture of him, in a hat and | couldn't have been more certain about the silhouette |
had seen that night. After the Indian independence, the local Indian public had been pressing him to leave with
threats of burning the place down if he didn't. Mr. Morgan however had more love for his land than the locals pre-
sumed. He took his life in one of the rooms, hanged himself to be precise and cursed the place to be never be free
of him. It wasn't difficult for me to put two and two together after that, about which room had been a witness of
the fateful incident.

| served my Darjeeling office for two more years, quite peacefully and happily after that, before another transfer
back to Calcutta. Fortunately, | didn't encounter anymore incidents similar to those of the first nights. The rest of
my stay did include rooftop breakfasts at Keventers, while gazing at the Kanchenjunga, piping hot sizzlers or
mouthwatering pastries at Glenery's and everything that | went to Darjeeling for.

Author : Disha Mukherjee , has a Masters degree in Civil Engineering, currently working alongside her father in his construc-
tion business. She resides in Kolkata, India with her family. An eager lover of the English language, she tries to practiceher
own hand in writing whenever she can . Latika Mukherjee is my 'Phool didun' (mother's side)
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TEA OF JAX

A place to talk!

9978 old Baymeadows rd., 4, Jacksonville, FL, 32256
LINVD AN @ H AL T EA
@teaof)]ax

VISIONSOFT INTERNATIONAL, INC
STE 715,911 WASHINGTON AVE

ST LOUIS, MO 63101
PROVIDES IT SERVICES

Bz
isionSoft

Do it right.
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Custom menus tailored to
your taste!

e Indoor/Outdoor catering
with live stations.

Private &+

Dine-in.

* Perfect for baby showers,
birthdays, anniversaries,
or corporate gatherings!

e Create lasting memories

with us
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BEST WISHES FROM THE

PARADECO

COFFEE ROASTERS

St. Petersburg’s Paradeco in
running for 2022 best cafe
design in Americas

R

Founders & Owners:
Thomas & Sonya Sarkar _

"Paradeco Coffee Roasters
is one of four entries on
the shortlist for the
2022's best designed café
in the Americas by the
Restaurant and Bar
Design Awards."”

-Tampa Bay Times

111 SECOND AVENUE NE | UNIT 101 | St. Petersburg, FL 33701




Banani Dhar
Senior Licensed Agent
Direct: 904-388-2422
Service: 888-254-5014
banani.dhar@brightway.com
www.brightwayinsuranceriverside.com

e’ g
MQMW Riverside Office

INSURANCE

Home > Auto - Flood ¥ Commercial >\ Life

Jacksonville's Premier
Badminton & Pickleball Facility

\ .y

- 10,000 sq. ft. air-conditioned indoor facility offers 6 premier courts
« Badminton World Federation approved badminton court mats

« Multi-use courts with dedicated pickleball surfaces

- Attractive monthly memberships for families & individuals

« Programs Offered: Kids & Adults training, hbootcamp with special discounts
- Book your court online, anytime, anywhere

5% Membership Discount for
BANF members
Register at jaxsportify.com/banf

call 904-597-0179 for any guestions

@©) 9790 Historic Kings Rd S, Unit 400 & 500,
<2 Jacksonville, FL 32257

&> www jaxsportify.com

&) jaxsportify@gmail.com







SIDDHARTH NATTA

Anil Goolla

Lic. Real Estate Sales - Realtor®
Cell:(901) 428-7954
anil98.real@gmail.com

4036 N Longvaiﬁ'yi .
Hernando, FL 3442%"3:’- a3
www.rodrealtycorp.com
Bus. (352) 419-4587
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RYAN SADHU

CHATPATTA CORNER
Slay Homely Stay Healtry

CHomely, touched, cuiding, just a dial, away auaiting t be Sesed

Now Accepting Bulk/Party Orders
904-330-4335/904-294-1136
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WORLD renowned Eye Surgeon
in your Backyard

P %5 Arun C. Gulani, M.D., M.S.

Surgeon « Pioneer « Inventor « Teacher

aser Eye
urgeons

“Dr. Gulani has a GOLD heart &
GOLD hands”.

Svetlana Sarlovska, Latvia - Europe

“I want to be The “Dr. Gulani” of

my profession”.
Dr. Aphorn P, Thailand

“World’s best, yet amazingly
PERSONAL”.

Pilot, J Catalano, Canada

Leader”.

Dr. Jorge Alio (Spain), Past Presdent of the
European Sodety of Cataract & Refractive Surgery

term to be used loosely, it is applicable in Dr. Gulani's case multi-dimensionally:

V : % In my book, Dr. Gulani is NUMBER ONE!”

— Deane Beaman
Past Commissioner of PGA Tour & Pro Golfer

World Renown as a title for Dr. Gulani's reputation and ability takes this superlative to a higher dimension. Not a

= Dr. Gulani teaches Advanced LASIK and Cataract surgeryto 2 Dr. GulanihasInternational privileges &access to technology

eye worldwide, years ahead of his peers.
# He has turned Jacksonville, Florida into a world destination  ®Heisaworldresourceforfelloweyesurgeons seekingsdvanced
with his global dlientele. training, second opinions and complication correction.

“Its my passion to help people see”- prGulani

Customized LASIK
Advanced CATARACT Surgery with

Multifocal Implants " u l an l
ICL for Non-LASIK Candidates ‘

INTACS for Keratoconus Vision

Corrective LASIK for previous LASIK or SSANRIER S vll' NS
Radial Keratotomy (RK) .. Viséon for the Wenld

Dry Eye Corrective Techniques

Raising LASIK and Cataract Surgery to an ART.

Call today for your personal consultation with Dr. Gulani
(904) 296-7393 » www.GulaniVision.com

£ in B9\

Dr. Gulani is not only the
World's best but also very
friendly, gentle and down
to earth as a person.
Ruby
Hong Kong

To me, Dr.Gulani is
Topmost in the Universe.

I traveled 40,000 miles
for my daughter to the
best LASIK surgeon in the
world.

Dr. Martin
Australia

A All my eye surgeons in

Europe said, I should travel
to Dr.Gulani.

Sweden

My eye surgeons in
Germany were fascinated

with Dr. Gulani’s work.

Selina
Germany

No distance is too far to
achieve "Gulani Vision”
Magumi
Japan

I traveled from London to
Jacksonville for my surgery.
Dr. Court
London

While researching for
the best, all roads led to
Dr.Gulani!
Antoniette
South Africa

Dr.Gulani corrected
my LASIK surgeon’s
complication.
Ann
Saudi Arabia

I see better than 20/20. 1
have GULANI VISION!
Rachna
India

Dr. Gulani’s INTACS
surgery for my
Keratoconus is a Super
Success.
M. Lamkhida
Morroco

Dr. Gulani corrected my
DRY EYES to Perfection.
What an experience!

Jelena
Canada
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<@ @& BEAUTY CARE

«—i - Sushila’s

Our Locations

Jacksonville St. Johns

5111 Boymeadows Rd Unit 18 155 Fountains Way, Suite 5
Jacksonwlle, FL 32217 St. Johns, FL 32259
204-731-7010 904-209-5853

Hours Hours
Monday: Closed Monday: Closed
Tues-Sun: 11am - 8pm Tues-Sun: 10am - 7Tpm

th

Gift cards and e-gift cards are available!

Main Services

e Evyebrow threading

e Waxing

e Facials
Microdermabrasion
Hvydrafacials
Makeup
Henna tattoos
Hair treatments

Manicure and pedicure

Professional Products We Carry

b | N & dermalogica R GEHWOL

Everydhing foe the wel-bang of the fest.

REVITALASH farnetredale MOROCCANOIL.

COSMETICS NCARE MAXTUP

:
(Kg =

Visit us at
sushilabeautycare.com

for more info and online booking




